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As most of you may already know, I began a 3-month sabbatical 
the first week in May, and will be returning the first Sunday in 
August. Diocesan guidelines strongly urge 3 months of 
sabbatical for every 5 years of full time ministry, and this July I 
will have been with you for 7 years. During my time away, I 
expect to do some prayerful study of the Gospels, reconnect with 
my love of music by taking up an instrument, and take the 
occasional retreat or quiet day. I may also go to a weekday 
matinee if the spirit moves me, or to a museum on the spur of the 
moment. I may even try to become reacquainted with physical 
exercise. Who knows? I will also putter around the house doing 
―projects‖ and enjoy more mindfully the pleasures of being a 
husband and father.  I want to thank Tony and the Vestry for this 
great gift; it is a blessing to be serving at Trinity. I will miss you, 
but know that the time will pass quickly. May you all enjoy a 
wonderful spring and summer, full of God’s abundance. I look 
forward to being with you again in August. 
 
Faithfully, Nick 

 
Cheerful Charlie Column 
Unsung Hero written by Anne Lynch 
Those of you who are reading this Window online 

have John Woodward to thank. John is our Information Tech-
nology guru--and a true unsung hero. Any time any member of 
the staff has a computer issue--whether it's setting up a new 
account or a problem with a program--all it takes is a call or 
email to John, who quickly responds, whether he is away on a 
trip or local. What I especially appreciate about him is his 
patience with me who isn't as computer savvy as he is. It is John 
who makes the weekly sermons available online, and he also 
posts information on the website so we can be apprised of what's 
happening with our church. We are indebted to John who so 
willingly and competently shares his technological gifts with us.   

NICK’s sabbatical 
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May 1 (Wonder)  
Did Our Hearts Not Burn within Us?  
The Rev. Spencer Wilking MD will offer an 
extended meditation on this powerful story of 
hope and encouragement at the end of the 
Gospel of Luke. The Resurrected Christ meets 
two travelers on the road to Emmaus: where 
does he meet us? Spencer is a Priest Associate at 
Trinity and a gerontologist in the Department of 
Medicine at the Massachusetts General Hospital. 
 
 

May 8 (World) 
Educating Girls in Rwanda  
The importance of education, particularly for 
girls, is increasingly recognized in the develop-
ing world. In Rwanda, it has become one of the 
government’s priorities in the rebuilding follow-
ing the genocide of the mid 1990s. In addition to 
the government’s commitment, NGOs from the 
US have started programs there. One example is 
the Maranyundo Initiative based in Boston, in 
which parishioner Burch Ford has taken part. 
Burch will talk about her experience at the 
Maranyundo Girls School in Nyamata, Rwanda, 
during the spring and fall of 2010. For more 
information, go to www.maranyundo.org. Since 
her retirement as Head at Miss Porter’s School, 
Burch has consulted in the accreditations of 
independent schools in the Middle East and the 
former Soviet Union. Burch and her husband 
Brian have had long careers in the independent 
school world including stints at Concord Acad-
emy, Milton, Groton, Dana Hall, and Pomfret. 

Adult forums by Nick Morris-Kliment 



Page 5 

May 15: Witness 
Trinity and our Partner Church, St. Stephen’s 
The Rev. Liz Steinhauser, Director of Youth Programs at St. 
Stephen’s, joins us to bring us up to date on the rich and 
expanding life of St. Stephen’s ministries to young people--B-
READY, B-SAFE, and SPOT--in the South End and throughout 
Boston. Trinity has worked closely with St. Stephen’s as a partner 
church for years as school year tutors in the B-READY program, 
and as a sponsor and host for a week of summer swimming and 
fun at Crane Beach in Ipswich in the B-SAFE program. Go to 
www.ststephensbos.org/youthprograms.html to learn more. 
 
 

May 22: Witness 
Finding our Way Home to Trinity  
Parishioners at Trinity come from a variety of places and have 
taken different kinds of journeys. At this forum, the next in a 
periodic series, Trinity parishioners will share with their spiritual 
journeys. 
 
 

May 29 No Forum: Memorial Day Weekend 
 
 

Education for Ministry Open House 
EfM is a four year adult education program where 

participants study the Old and New Testaments, 

Church History, and Contemporary Theology, and 

reflect on them in relation to their own lives and 

contemporary culture. The goal is to help lay 

people discover and become better equipped for the 

ministry that each of us is called to in our Baptism 

and as members of the Body of Christ. Registration 

is for one year at a time. We invite you to join us at 

an Open House in Trinity’s Parish Hall on 

Wednesday, May 25 from 6 to 8:30 pm. A light 

supper will be provided. RSVP to Karyn Barry at 

781-894-3664 or email: karynbarry@yahoo.com. 

http://www.ststephensbos.org/youthprograms.html
mailto:karynbarry@yahoo.com
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The Gifts of Easter 
I write this as I prepare music for Holy Week and Easter Sunday, 
but by the time you read this, all of that will be past. The lilies 
will be beginning to wilt. The darkness of winter, and of Lent 
and Holy Week, will be a forgotten image. The glory of Easter 
will be fresh in our springtime memories. It has occurred to me 
how much work it is to celebrate this wondrous journey, and 
how many people it takes. The choir works for weeks to prepare 
the music, the altar guild and flower committee put in endless 
hours of preparation, and clergy and other staff add many extra 
duties to their already hectic schedules. Trinity becomes a busy 
beehive of activity and our Lord rises triumphant! Thank you to 
all, for the opportunity to be on this journey with you. 
 
 

Open Meeting for 1st Grade Parents & Others 
Our Junior Choir program starts in the fall for second graders 
who are reading, and some third and fourth graders. I will be 
holding a brief meeting in the library on Sunday, May 15 after 
the service for anyone who would like more information about 
the program and/or to sign up for next year. It is not presumed 
that potential members know how to sing; in fact, that is the 
purpose of this group! We meet on Thursdays from 4-5 pm and 
learn how to sing, how to read music, and how to follow the 
Liturgy. Come to this meeting to see if this is an activity your 
child would like to participate in next fall! You can also ask me 
about the Youth Choir program for grades four through nine. 
 

Music notes by Robert Barney  
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Youth pro Musica Concert 
The oldest young people’s chorus in the Boston area: Youth pro 

Musica, will be presenting a concert here at Trinity on May 15 at 

4 pm, as a way to help fund scholarships for their Montreal trip 
the weekend of June 17-19. YpM is a Boston-based chorus of 
young singers, ages 9-18, under the direction of Robert Barney. 
This is the first trip in many years for the group and the first trip 
of this kind for most of its young singers. At the invitation of Les 
Petites Chanteurs du Mont Royal, YpM will be presenting concerts 
at the Basilica and  Oratory Crypt, two of Montreal’s most 
prestigious churches. In the concert here, YpM will sing Missa in 
Simplicicate by French composer Jean Langlais, the Sabbath Service 
for Children by Darius Milhaud, as well as works by Praetorius, 
Sweelinck, Handel and the folk song: How can I keep from 
singing?, arranged by John Scott, who is now the master of choirs 
at St. Thomas in New York City. Come and bring your friends 
and neighbors to hear these wonderful young people sing, and 
support their travel. Tickets at the door are $15/adults and $10/
seniors and students. 18 years old and under are FREE!  
 
 

Youth Choir Choral Evensong 
Trinity Youth Choir will be singing the traditional Service of 
Choral Evensong on Sunday, June 5 at 5 pm in the Chapel.  
Settings by Richard Shepherd and Harry Bramma, as well as 
Psalms and anthems will fill the chapel as these young people 
sing prayers. The small, but very capable, group of young people 
sing this service twice a year and many parishioners have 
commented on how much this service moves them. Help spread 
the word to friends and neighbors—come be transported! 
 
 

Ask the Music Director 
If you have any questions about the choir or music program in 
general, please do not hesitate to ask me. I can be reached at 978-
369-3715, ext 20, or email me at barney@trinityconcord.org.  

mailto:rbarney@trinityconcord.org
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Caring Connection by Anne Lynch  

"I LOVE YOU" 
  
―After 21 years of marriage, my wife wanted 
me to take another woman out to dinner and a 
movie. She said, ―I love you, but I know this 
other woman loves you and would love to 
spend some time with you." 
  
The other woman that my wife wanted me to 
visit was my mother, who has been a widow 
for 19 years, but the demands of my work and 
my three children had made it possible to visit 
her only occasionally. 

  
That night I called to invite her to go out for dinner and a movie. 
"What's wrong? Are you well?"  she asked. My mother is the type 
of woman who suspects that a late night call or a surprise 
invitation is a sign of bad news. 
  
"I thought that it would be pleasant to spend some time with 
you," I responded, "Just the two of us." She thought about it for a 
moment, and then said, "I would like that very much." 
  
That Friday after work, as I drove over to pick her up I was a bit 
nervous.  When I arrived at her house, I noticed that she, too, 
seemed to be nervous about our date.  She waited in the door 
with her coat on. She had curled her hair and was wearing the 
dress that she had worn to celebrate her last wedding 
anniversary. She smiled from a face that was as radiant as an 
angel's. 
  
"I told my friends that I was going to go out with my son, and 
they were impressed," she said, as she got into the car.  "They 
can't wait to hear about our meeting." 
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We went to a restaurant that, although not elegant, was very nice 
and cozy.  My mother took my arm as if she were the First Lady. 
After we sat down, I had to read the menu.  Her eyes could only 
read large print. Half way through the entries, I lifted my eyes 
and saw Mom sitting there staring at me.  A nostalgic smile was 
on her lips. "It was I who used to have to read the menu when 
you were small," she said. "Then it's time that you relax and let 
me return the favor," I responded. During the dinner, we had an 
agreeable conversation---nothing extra-ordinary but catching up 
on recent events of each other's life. We talked so much that we 
missed the movie.  As we arrived at her house later, she said, "I'll 
go out with you again, but only if you let me invite you." I 
agreed. 
  
"How was your dinner date?" asked my wife when I got home. 
"Very nice; much more so than I could have imagined!" I 
answered. A few days later, my mother died of a massive heart 
attack. It happened so suddenly that I didn't have a chance to do 
anything for her. 
  
Some time later, I received an envelope with a copy of a 
restaurant receipt from the same place mother and I had dined.  
An attached note said: "I paid this bill in advance.  I wasn't sure 
that I could be there; but nevertheless, I paid for two plates - one 
for you and the other for your wife. You will never know what 
that night meant for me. I love you, son." 
  
At that moment, I understood the importance of saying in time: 
"I LOVE YOU" and to give our loved ones the time that they 
deserve.‖ (~Unknown) 
 
This Mothers’ Day tell your mother, or someone who has been 
like a mother to you, or the mother of your children, or your 
children, or those who have been like children to you, or your 
father, or the father of your children, or your grandparents, or 
siblings or friends, that you love them. Life is short; we’re never 
promised a tomorrow.  If not now, when? 
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For years, we have been discerning the future of our physical 
plant.  That journey has taken us from Designing Inviting Spaces 
to Building for Ministry. Now we have sufficient parish support 
to launch a capital campaign for a new Parish House facility.  
This is the first in a series of Frequently Asked Questions 
(FAQs).  
  
What are the next steps? 
The capital campaign will begin on June 6, 2011. With sufficient 
support by the fall, the next stage is Design Development, which 
will modify today’s schematic design(12 weeks). That is followed 
by review by town agencies(7 + weeks). Then, construction doc-
uments are drawn(15 weeks), bidding(6 weeks), and construc-
tion (50 weeks). 
 
How may I submit my suggestions for the final design? 
BFM will hold forums in the fall during Design Development, 
and will solicit detailed input from the parish on specific design 
areas, such as kitchen, classrooms, offices, music spaces, and 
landscaping. All parishioners will be invited to attend and 
contribute. Of course, you can speak with a BFM member at any 
time. 
 
What will become of the River Street house? 
The house is in the footprint of the new Parish House. A 
committee is working now to resolve its status and at present, 
the working hypothesis is to move it to another location under 
new ownership. 
 
What will happen to services and offices during construction? 
While details are still being worked out, we expect worship will 
continue in the Chapel and Sanctuary, with Church School in the 
Undercroft. Office space will likely move to rented quarters 
nearby. 
 

BUILDING FOR MINISTRY 
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How will we get Concord town approvals? 
Trinity will submit plans to the Planning Board, the Building 
Department, the Fire Department, and the Historic District 
Commission. The HDC has purview over the exterior to ensure 
the structure fits into its historic surroundings. They also have 
say regarding disposition of the River Street house. While our 
architects have extensive experience gaining approvals from 
Concord boards, we are prepared for the challenges involved. 
 
How will we decide if any optional items are included in the 
building? 
Any ―extras,‖ such as air conditioning, are driven by cost, so if 
sufficient funds are raised, these may be included in final 
construction. 
 
What about parking? 
We all know that parking is a challenge throughout the Town of 
Concord. The Vestry is addressing the issue for parishioners and 
neighbors independent of BFM.  Options for improving parking 
will be the subject of a parish meeting in the near future. 
 
Please direct any questions for the next issue of The Window to 
any BFM member or to buildingforministry@trinityconcord.org. 
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The undercroft by Carol Brady  

Godly Play Day for Adults 
Are you curious about what goes on in a Godly Play class? Do 
you want a glimpse into what your children are experiencing 
during Church School? Are you wondering if you may be called 
to become more involved in our Godly Play program? Carol 
Brady will be conducting a Godly Play session just for parents, 

grandparents, and interested adults on Sunday, May 15 from 9 

to 9:45 am in the undercroft. Child care will be provided. Come, 
listen and watch as a story is presented, wonder about the lesson, 
learn about the roles of storyteller and doorkeeper, and raise 
your questions. Sign up on the Window of Opportunity in the 
Link, especially if you need child care for your children. 

 
 

Episcopal Relief and Development Collection  
Thank you to all the children and youth who supported our 
Lenten Mission effort to pray for and provide funds for the 
Episcopal Relief and Development’s work in Japan. All those 
heavy mite boxes brought in over $300! And also a big thank you 
to our Vestry for counting all the coins! It is never too late to 
return your Lenten mite box. Children who were away on Easter 
Sunday may drop them off in the basket located in the foyer of 
the undercroft.   
 
 

Lenten Program Fun 
Nearly 30 Adults, teens and children enjoyed the dual Lenten 
programs for families. Beginning with a simple meal, The Gospel 
according to Seuss, led by Carol Brady, and Kids Chaos and God, led 
by Nick Morris-Kliment, offered the opportunities to adults and 
kids to explore our relationship to God in the context of every 
day life. Thanks to all the cooks and teen helpers who 
contributed to making it such a success. Check out the photos on 
page 15 documenting the fun!  
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Labyrinth Update 
Those who attended the talk given by Shirley Blanke and walked 
the labyrinth on Palm Saturday found the experience to be very 
prayerful, centering, and open to the presence of God. All were 
grateful for the opportunity and hopeful that the labyrinth 
would be made available again. Several wondered of the 
possibility of installing a permanent one when the Parish Hall is 
redone. Regardless, the canvas one will be brought back again, 
perhaps in Advent or again in Lent. The good news is there are 
several labyrinths in the area, so you don’t need to wait! 

One labyrinth is in our undercroft so come check it out! It 
was created with the help of two children who participated 
in the Palm Saturday program. It will remain up through 
Pentecost. During Eastertide, church school classes will rotate 
through a mini workshop led by Carol Brady to learn about, 
draw, and walk the labyrinth. This is the start of a greater 
effort to introduce different forms of prayer to our children 
over the course of the coming year. 

Another is the Artspace Labyrinth, which is located outdoors 
on the front lawn of Maynard’s Art Studios at 63 Summer 
Street. The 32’ x 28’ Cretan design is constructed with 3.5 tons 
of rectangular New England fieldstone veneer raised on a 
stone dust base. It is FREE for public use, but unfortunately, 
not easily accessible by wheelchair. I encourage you to use it 
with your family or friends. 

The labyrinth that we borrowed from the Church of the Good 
Shepherd is available to the public every 1st Wednesday 
through Friday of each month at the Good Shepherd in 
Acton. They encourage you to call ahead.    

 
For other labyrinths, visit: 
www.labyrinthguild.org/index.php/
newengland/locator. 
Also, www.saintanselmgg.org/labyrinth/
flash_movies/drag_n_drop.html will take 
you to a labyrinth you can use on-line. May 
you find time to walk with God using 
some form of labyrinth this Eastertide. 

http://www.labyrinthguild.org/index.php/newengland/locator
http://www.labyrinthguild.org/index.php/newengland/locator
http://www.saintanselmgg.org/labyrinth/flash_movies/drag_n_drop.html
http://www.saintanselmgg.org/labyrinth/flash_movies/drag_n_drop.html
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Rite 13 
We continue to meet and explore community life together as well 
as reaching out to the surrounding world. Contacts with a parish 
in Tucson, as well as with a parishioner’s son in Afghanistan are 
being explored. The group is being mentored by Tom Beal, 
Patricia Kent, and Michael Quayle. Make sure to be in church on 
June 5th, when this group will be honored at  the 10 am liturgy 
with a Rite 13 celebration. This brief part in the liturgy 
acknowledges their journey toward adulthood and expresses the 
Parish’s love and support for that passage. 
 
 

Pilgrims   
The Journey to Adulthood (J2A) Pilgrim youth group comprises 
8th and 9th grade youth from Concord and surrounding towns. 
You can see us serving as ushers, acolytes, choir members, and 
lectors during the 10 am service the first Sunday of every month. 
During our last few classes we've discussed the story of Martha 
and Mary (Luke 10:38-42) and the challenges of finding time for 
God and for oneself in the life of overbooked 21st century high 
school students. The Pilgrims are mentored by Colby Anderson 
and Chas Horvath. 
 
After much discussion and deliberation the Pilgrims have 
selected San Francisco as the destination of our summer 2012 
Pilgrimage.  We will be working the details over the next 6 
months, but there is agreement that child-oriented community 
service, a visit to Grace Cathedral, and time at a natural setting 
outside the city, will likely be the components of our pilgrimage. 
 
We'll be hosting some fund raisers for our Pilgrimage (with a 
portion of the proceeds also going to outreach) over the next few 
months.  Coming up is a bake sale (date TBD) and a car wash at 
Crosby's on May 15th.  Stay tuned for details on both of these. 

Trinity Youth by Nick Morris-Kliment 
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Lenten 

Program 

fun!! 

Safe Church Training  at Trinity 
The Diocese will be sponsoring a Safe Church Training at Trinity 
on Saturday, September 10, 2011 from 8.30 to 3.30. This training 
is required of all clergy and diocesan employees. It is also 
intended for wardens, vestry members, lay Eucharistic visitors, 
pastoral visitors, youth leaders, confirmation sponsors, acolyte 
leaders, choir directors, church school teachers, volunteers 
working in the parish on a regular basis and all employees of 
congregations. Cost for Trinity members is $30. For more 
information go to: www.diomass.org/webfm_send/1727 
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Alfred Kohlne, en plein air painter  
I come from a family of painters. Many artists’ statements begin 
that way. I also come from a family of engineers. As a youth, I 
had a serious decision to make; I took ―the road most traveled,‖ 
and became an engineer. My exposure to art and artists, 
however, held a strong pull for me. I painted wherever and 
whenever I could throughout my life – which was never enough. 
 
My father, who was an engineer and artist, was a friend of the 
famous painter, Emile Gruppe. With my father, I frequently 
visited the Gruppe Studio on the North Shore. During those 
visits, I watched the artist paint, listened as he talked about his 
and others’ art, and learned as much as I might have in a formal 
school of art. Gruppe, a plein air artist, was one of my earliest 
teachers and role models. Gruppe once said to me, ―a mere 
sketch done outside is more alive and real than any studied and 
belabored studio painting.‖ His was a natural and direct 
approach to painting – although he led an artist’s complex life. 
 
In addition, my father’s cousin, Fritz Steisslinger, was a famous 
German Expressionist painter. Streisslinger greatly influenced 
my father and therefore, indirectly, me.  
 
When the corporate world was behind me, I was able to explore 
my art more fully, and to begin an ambitious study of art.  I took 
several courses at DeCordova Museum School, and took private 
and group lessons and workshops with established artists.  
Through these classes I was introduced to several media art 
forms: still life, life drawing. studio painting and painting en 
plein air. 
 
In recent years, I have been fortunate enough to work closely 
with many artists, the most influential being my teacher and 
friend, Maris Platais, to whom I am very grateful.  He is a superb 

May Art Gallery by Alfred Kohlne  
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artist, an excellent teacher, and a fine person. Maris mentored 
me, taught me, and painted with me on several occasions. 
Painting en plein air with Maris, I learned from a master. My 
preferred subjects are landscapes. Through painting, I have 
learned to see art in line, form, and color in everything I see. 
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Every summer, artistically inclined 
Trinity Church parishioners and their 
close friends have presented one or 
two pieces of art to be displayed in the 
Parish Hall for the months of June, July 
and August. 

 
And… it’s time once again for the Trinity Arts Council to put out 
the call! All artists from age 5 to 105 are invited to submit one or 
two paintings, drawings, photographs, pottery, jewelry, fabric 
art, needlepoint, embroidery, crewel, knitting, crocheting, quilts, 
or other objet d’art. Please submit your work to Anne Lynch in 
the church office on or before May 31; the Arts Council will hang 
the show on June 1. Each piece of art must have an exhibit form 
attached (available in the church office). The Council will 
attempt to display at least one piece from each participant; a 
second piece may be displayed if there is room. 
 
We encourage artists to submit framed works, but appropriately 
matted work will also be accepted. Every effort is made to 
protect each piece of art, however all entries are submitted at the 
risk of the artist.  
 
 

A Special Opening Celebration on June 5th! 
This year we plan to have a special opening during coffee hour on 
June 5 to recognize the artists, and also to highlight the Gallery’s 
contribution to preserving the long-time tradition of valuing 
creativity and artistic expression at Trinity.  As we think about 
our new Parish House space, we’ll invite you to become a 
―Friend of the Arts Council,‖ offering your support to ensure 
that an elegant and well-designed display area remains an 
important component in the new Parish House plan.   

Calling all artists by Margaret Wailes  
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WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY 

At Crosby's  

on May 15th 

IT’S ALL ABOUT MUSIC... 
 

Sunday, May 15 at ll:30 am 
Open Meeting for Parents & Others 

 

May 15 at 4 pm  
Youth pro Musica Concert 

 

Sunday, June 5 at 5 pm 
Trinity Youth Choir will be singing the  
traditional Service of Choral Evensong 

 

(details on page 6 & 7) 

Trinity Luncheon on Thursday, May 12 
 

11:30 am Eucharist 
12 pm Luncheon 

 
Pork Tenderloin, rolls, 

applesauce, green beans, 
salad, and birthday cake  

for Helen Britten! 

 

Godly Play session  

just for parents, 

grandparents, and 

interested adults  

on Sunday, May 15  

from 9 to 9:45 am  

in the undercroft 

(details on page 12) 
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